BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
May 24, 2017
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, May 24, 2017 at 3:30 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin. Sheriff Alfonzo Williams, Chief Deputy Sheriff, Lewis Blanchard, Insurance Consultant, Charlie Story, Jeff Wilson of Georgia Power and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.   
The first item on the agenda was to discuss the 2017 group health insurance renewal.  The Administrator explained that the County had a bad claims year and as a result Blue Cross Blue Shield had notified us that we were facing a 35% rate increase as of July 1st.  Our insurance broker, Charlie Story and his team went to work on BCBS and the ACCG group to see if they could persuade them to lower the premium any.  They came back with a 31% rate increase without any changes to the plan.  The broker then looked at other companies to give us a quote on our policy.  One refused and several were higher than BCBS. United Healthcare gave quote that is just below the rates offered by BCBS but their plan was much different than the current plan.  After looking at other companies our broker then went to work to get some relief from BCBS.  Charlie Story reported that the Blue Cross gave us four options.  Each of them was still a sizeable increase above the current policy.  Option 4 was recommended as the best plan for us.  It changed the maximum out of pocket from $2500 to $3000 and the prescription plan will have a deductible on medicine not listed as tier 1.  He went over the other options with the Board as well.  The Commissioners had several questions about how to get a handle on our claims.  It was noted the 26 claims cost the insurance plan $1.5 million and $428,000 of that was from prescriptions.  Mrs. Kelly suggested being more proactive and the Board discussed offering gym memberships or discounts to the Family Y in order to reduce our claims.  Mr. DeLaigle stated that we need more competition in buying medicine.  After the discussion, Mr. Deloach moved to accept the recommended option 4 which represented a 20.1% increase in our premiums.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
Next the Board discussed a request from the Sheriff to move two dispatchers from the Sheriff’s Department to be Corrections Officers in the Jail.  The Administrator explained that this would require a budget amendment because it is shifting salary between two departments and actually is more complicated due to the dispatchers being paid from the E911 Fund.  The net cost of this is approximately $3272 for the remainder of the year.  The paygrade for Jailers is different than for dispatchers and the Sheriff opted for the next step up rather than for the employees to go to the step below their current pay.  The Board questioned why 20 year dispatchers were being moved to the jail but in the end deferred to the Sheriff’s judgement.  Mr. Abrams moved to approve the budget amendment and to move the two employees to the jail.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion which was approved 5 to 0.  
The final item on the agenda was to hear a report from Jeff Wilson of Georgia Power concerning the status of the construction of new units at Plant Vogtle.  He told the Board that the contractor, Westinghouse has declared bankruptcy.  Georgia Power has stepped in as the contractor to keep the project going through June 3rd.  They will reassess after they negotiate a contract settlement with Westinghouse.  Georgia Power has not made a decision yet as to whether they will complete the two units, scale back to one unit, abandon the project or switch to another fuel source.  He noted that the PSC and the co-owners of the plant will be consulted on how to proceed.  Ha added that all options are on the table at this point.  Mr. Martin asked how much had been completed.  Mr. Wilson replied that they were overall at 60% complete.  There were questions about the impact on local businesses.  It was noted that Westinghouse owes a number of local companies a sizeable amount of money.  They may not be able to absorb the loss or be able to wait until the bankruptcy court rules.  Mr. Wilson pointed out that Georgia Power is now the general contractor for the project and that they are paying everyone from the date they took over.  He added that there has been no work stoppage on this project.  He also stated that the completion dates of 2019 for unit 3 and 2020 for unit 4 are not achievable.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 4:31 PM.
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