BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
May 22, 2017
The Public Works Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Monday, May 22, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Meeting Room. The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman George Deloach. Committee Member Evans Martin were also present at the meeting.  Also in attendance were Solid Waste Director, Ralph Hankerson, Josh Massey of Moreland Altobelli Engineering, Darrell Webb of Advance Environmental and County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
First the Committee discussed the latest obstacles in obtaining a permit for a vertical expansion of the C&D Landfill.  Josh Massey, the County’s landfill consultant, reported that latest semi-annual groundwater testing revealed some higher levels of several substances than permitted by regulation.  One of the issues is that the permitted standards were change recently to lower amounts.  The result is that with the levels of cobalt and a few other substances higher than permitted we will not be able expand the C&D landfill on the site.  Darrell Webb, who does the testing for the Landfill, explained that the metals showing up in the ground water are most likely not coming from waste but from the clay underneath the landfill.  None the less due to high levels of these metals we will have to revise our corrective action plan.  
After that the Committee discussed the options available to the County.  One was to try to separate the existing C&D permit from the MSW permit.  This could take up to a year and is a gamble that we would be able to separate the two and put in additional monitoring wells between the MSW landfill and the C&D landfill.  
Option two would be to abandon the C&D landfill and get out of the landfill business altogether.  This would put a strain on local businesses who need a place to get rid of construction waste.  This was not considered a viable option for the County.

A third option was to start permitting for a new C&D Landfill on County owned property adjacent to the current site.  This would be done on a separate permit from the old MSW landfill.  The downside is that it will take about a year to get the permit and we may have already reached capacity at the old C&D pit before the new one opens.  The Committee favored this option the most.  

The Administrator asked Moreland Altobelli to prepare a work order for approval by the Board to prepare a permit application for a new C&D Landfill.   Also he asked to have them work on a revised Assessment of Corrective Measures to address the recent spike in groundwater contaminants.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
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