BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
March 14, 2017
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, March 14, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.   
The Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First Larry Bracken of the Georgia Police Benevolent Association presented each of the Commissioners a plaque recognizing them for their outstanding support of law enforcement in the community.  He noted that the Board has provided funding for new equipment and law enforcement salaries.    
The next item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on February 14th, 15th 21st, 23rd and March 7th.   Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

The Commissioners then opened bids for the purchase of a pickup truck for the Planning Commission.  There was only one bidder, William Mizell Ford who offered two separate bids.
	WILLIAM MIZELL FORD
	 $           25,959.00 
	V8 long wheel base

	WILLIAM MIZELL FORD
	 $           24,238.00 
	V6 short wheel base


These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.
After that the Board opened bids for culvert pipe for the Road Department.  Cherokee Culvert was the only bidder for this request.  The bids for each of the various sizes and lengths of pipe and bands were referred to the Finance Committee for approval.
Next the Commissioners opened bids for the replacement of the ceiling at the Office Park.  There was only one bid received on this project.  Ciccio Construction gave a bid of $35,725.  Action on this bid was referred to the Finance Committee.  
The Board then opened proposals for architectural services for engineering and design for a renovation project at the County’s transfer station at the landfill.  The bids are listed here:




Carter Watkins Associates
$  9,600.00




Harbin Engineering, P.C.
$38,500.00

After some discussion, Mr. Abrams moved to award to project to Carter Watkins.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion passed with all five voting in favor.
Next on the agenda is a request from Bruce Redd for no parking signs to be placed at the Hwy 23 bridge over Brier Creek.  Mr. Redd was not at the meeting but James Morrison spoke on his behalf.  Mr. Morrison asked that the Board place no fishing signs up.  He stated that people have trespassed and left trash on the roadway.  Chairman DeLaigle suggested that they put up no parking signs because of the narrow shoulder.  Others agreed that they could allow fishing from the bridge but that they did not tolerate trespassing on private property.  The Administrator pointed out that the DOT is in control of putting up signs.  He added that they will require a resolution to be adopted by the Board before they will put up any signs.  Mr. Martin then moved to pass a resolution requesting No Parking signs be installed on either side of the Brier Creek bridge on State Route 23.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion.  It passed on a vote of 4 to 1 with Mrs. Kelly voting against the motion.  
The Board then considered a request from the Administrator to authorize him to advertise and fill a newly created Animal Services Director position.  It was noted that the position set up at Grade 20 as are the other department head positions.  Mr. Martin moved to advertise and fill the Animal Services Director position.  Mr. Abrams offered a second.  The motion carried unanimously.  
The next item of business was final reading of Ordinance 17-05, Adding Disorderly Conduct Regulations to the Code of Ordinances.  The Board had discussed this ordinance at a called meeting in February.  After having their questions answered they passed the ordinance on first reading.  Commissioner Kelly had a few questions for the Sheriff’s Department concerning the ordinance.  She asked how an unreasonable noise would be determined.  She asked if teenagers will be targeted and pulled over if they are coming home late from work or school events.  Sheriff Williams assured the Board that they would be reasonable in applying the ordinance.  He added that there will be no harassment.  Chairman DeLaigle stated that he thinks this is a good tool for law enforcement.  Mr. Martin moved to adopt Ordinance 17-05.  Mr. Abrams gives a second to the motion and it carries on a vote of 5 to 0.   

After that the Commissioners considered a resolution to include volunteer law enforcement officers on the County’s workers compensation insurance.  The Sheriff’s Department has a number of volunteer officers that help offset overtime in the department.  The Administrator noted that they are currently not covered on workers comp since they are not paid employees.  If the Board wants to include them, we will need to adopt a resolution that specifically mentions the group for coverage, he added.  Mrs. Kelly asked about how much it would cost to add these volunteers to the policy.  She asked if we will be able to support the additional costs.  Mr. Martin asked if we have volunteers at the EMA.  Chief Sanders replied that we do not.  There were more questions from the Board about how many volunteers we had, how much this would cost the County and how dire it was to act tonight.  Sheriff Williams responded that they have 10 volunteers currently.  The cost of the additional premium was unknown so the Board tabled action until next month.    
The next item of business was a request from the Recreation Department to fill two vacant seasonal Recreation Aid positions.  It was noted that this is full time, temporary summer help.  Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the Recreation Director to advertise and fill the two positions.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  The measure was approved with all voting in favor.

The Commissioners then considered a request from the Sheriff’s Department to accept a grant from the Georgia Association of Police Chiefs.  The grant will provide the County $15,000 for the purchase of in car computer systems.  There is no match required noted the Administrator.  He added that a budget amendment was needed if the grant was accepted.  Mr. Deloach then moved to accept the grant and adopt the budget amendment to appropriate the grant funds.  Mr. Abrams made the second and the motion passed unanimously.
After that, the Board then discussed the Westside Truck Route Project.  The Administrator noted that there was a public information meeting scheduled for March 30th from 5:30 to 7:00 at Phillip Grove Baptist Church on Lover’s Lane.  He also requested that the Board grant permission to apply for a grant from the Georgia Transportation Infrastructure Bank for funds to pay for the relocation of the route to avoid the Westgate neighborhood. Mrs. Kelly encouraged the Board to attend and to publicize the meeting.  Mr. Deloach moved to authorize the County to apply for funds from GTIB.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried 5 to 0.  
The final item on the agenda was a work authorization for Pond & Company the County’s airport consultant.  The proposed work authorization would be for design and engineering for an obstruction removal project.  This project will clear all the obstructions identified by the recent DOT inspection.  It will also relocate McMaster Road.  The work and the design will be reimbursed at a rate of 90% by the FAA.  The cost of the engineering work is estimated to cost $88,957.  Mr. Deloach moved to issue the work authorization for Pond and Company.  The second was given by Mr. Martin.  The motion passed with all five in favor.

James Gillem from Girard addressed the Board concerning orphaned dogs and cats.  He said that we have a bad problem and he is spending a lot of money feeding and caring for over 100 dogs and cats.  He stated that we need more spay and neuter funds.  He added that we need a law requiring that all dogs and cats be spayed or neutered.  

EMA Director, Chief Sanders reported that everything is going well.  He went into some more detail why we do not use volunteers for the fire service.  He pointed out that it takes 3 volunteers to count as one paid employee  for ISO ratings.  He noted that volunteers in his organization are cost prohibitive.  
Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they have been grading on roads and cutting the right of ways.  They are putting in a drainage ditch along West Mead Farm Road.  He also mentioned that the Road Department lost a good man last week with the death of Kevin Myers.  He was a good employee and a good man.  
Recreation Director, Rolene Rowell reported that they have finished basketball having sent 5 teams to state competition.  She noted that baseball, softball and t-ball are getting started up.
Finance Director, Michael Wiseman, reported that the FY 16 Audit is nearly complete.  We will have a final report from our auditors next month.

Judge Wimberly reported that everything is smooth with the Magistrate Court.  Commissioner Martin asked if he would consider giving the maximum fine for illegal dumping sentences.
Development Director, Jessica Hood stated that they are still working on some large projects and have had a number of other inquiries as well.  
Jackie Brayboy, Director of the Senior Center, informed the Board that the participation was up at the center.

Chief Deputy, Lewis Blanchard reported that they participated in cooking for kids. The Sheriff’s Department is working with the Juvenile Court to for provide community service opportunities.  They have gotten a number of search warrants and drug arrests are up.  This is causing an overcrowding problem at the Jail.  Commissioners asked about issuing citations versus arresting individuals.   

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:08 PM.
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