BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORKSESSION ON ANIMAL CONTROL
March 7, 2017
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, March 7, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  Also present was County Administrator Merv Waldrop.   
First Chairman DeLaigle welcomed a large crowd to the Board’s Worksession.  He stated that everyone is concerned about dogs and cats.  He added that the Board is going to build a shelter.  
Next he turned to the Administrator to go through the items on the agenda.  He gave the Board an update on the discussions with adjacent counties concerning contracting for animal services.  He read a letter from Screven County stating that they did not have the resources to assist us.  He reported on a meeting last week with officials from Augusta/Richmond County.  They indicated that their shelter stays near capacity and that they were not able to contract with us for shelter services.  They did offer to assist our staff in setting up ordinances and starting a shelter.  
After that the Administrator outlined a plan to move ahead on the County creating an Animal Services Department.  He noted that the Board has already appropriated funds to hire staff and begin work on a shelter.  He pointed out that the voters approved $500,000 in SPLOST to build a shelter but that funding doesn’t start to come in until next April.  He added that it will take 6 years to generate the full amount of funding.  The Administrator also suggested that the Board can upfront the funds to build the shelter from the General Fund and get reimbursed from SPLOST as it comes in.  

Next Mr. James Gillem of Girard spoke up and stated that he is a welder in the County and that dogs need to be saved.  He stated that he pays $100 per week for dog and cat food and noted that animals have feelings too.  He added that we need to pass a law and we need to take care of the dead babies.  

After that the Commissioners started taking public comments from folks who had signed up to speak.  First Barry McFeat of Old Fella Burke Animal Rescue thanked the Board and offered to help in any way his organization could.  

Next Monika Mobley of Girard stated that she was pleased with the direction that the County is headed.  

Then Samantha Holton of Girard Life Saver addressed the Board.  She asked how long before a shelter would be built.  She asked the Board to consider providing more funds for rescue groups.  

Veterinarian, Dr. Sarah Ford suggested that the rescues could use and empty building for a holding area if we are able to find a facility.  

Yvonne Lynch stated that she had recently moved to Waynesboro from Jones County where she worked with their animal control department.  She added that she is willing to volunteer her services and advise as we get started on establishing a shelter.

Next Ben Roberts of Waynesboro addressed the Commissioners.  He stated that he has concerns about this process.  He said he thinks building a shelter and implementing animal control is overdue and appreciates the Board’s efforts.  He added that he has concerns over how the shelter would be run and what the costs will be.  He is concerned about the impact on our tax digest.  He suggested that it be operated in a realistic manner.  Folks are suggesting that this will be a no kill shelter and that would be enormously expensive.  

Dr. Ford stated that we are not going to be a no-kill shelter.  We want to work with rescues to adopt as many animals as possible but there is a mandatory 5 day holding provision by law.  After that we will either get them to rescues or have to euthanize animals.  
Ben Roberts then added his final point.  He stated that as a taxpayer he does not want to fund Girard Life Saver because they are an organization that is so critical of the County and the people who live here.  Mrs. Holton’s posts do nothing but incite and provoke folks who do not live here.  They present a very negative and inaccurate view of Burke County.  They should not receive public funds.  

Dr. Ford suggested that rescue organizations be required to sign an MOU in which they agree to a code of behavior to be able to participate with the County shelter.  Those who present a negative image on social media should not be allowed to participate.

Bill Tinley of Waynesboro stated that he served as chairman of the Animal Control Advisory Committee.  He suggested that the public and commissioners refer to their final report.  He stated that we all want rescue to work with us but we have to work together.  Negative comments on social media are not helping the situation.

Monika Mobley summarized the sentiment of the majority of the crowd.  She stated that she want to thank all of you, the Board, the rescue groups, Dr. Ford and all others who care so much for animals in our county.  She also noted in particular the efforts of former Chairman Wayne Crockett.  She thanked him for his concern for this issue and his leadership through the years.  Everyone applauded in agreement.  
Mr. Gillem added that we need spay and neuter service.  

Samantha Holton stated that the taxpayers created this problem by not taking care of their animals so they will have to pay to clean it up.

Margie Riggs stated that we need more than five days to be able to hold animals before they can be adopted.

Dr. Ford stated that the shelter can hold animals longer than five days at the rescues expense if they have room.  We must hold them for at least five days to allow owners to come collect their pets.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 PM.
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