BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE
February 21, 2017
The Public Works Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, February 21, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Meeting Room. The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman George Deloach. Committee Members, Lucious Abrams and Evans Martin were also present at the meeting.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Allen DeLaigle and Terri Kelly; Public Works Director, Jesse Burke; Road Superintendent, Paul Burke; Solid Waste Director, Ralph Hankerson and County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
First the Committee reviewed Large Projects list for road construction.  They discussed each road on the large projects list.  It was noted that the most of the right of way for Johnson Road has been obtained.  We are still having no luck in getting right of way donated for William Tinley Road.  Mr. Doug Rhodes asked that the Board make Hancock Landing a high priority paving project.  The Administrator pointed out that the road is being surveyed now and soon right of way acquisition would begin. Chairman DeLaigle stated that we need to open the road for a boat landing on the Savannah River.  Mrs. Ruby Carter stated that all the land owners are in agreement with paving of Griffins Landing Road.  She added that the church construction would begin later this year.  Mr. Obadiah Lewis asked that the Board make the South end of William Tinley a higher priority.  The Committee asked the Administrator to have Cam Parker check with Georgia Power to see if he can get the right of way for River Road.   They decided that the top five roads would be as listed below:

1 William Tinley Road (north from Gay Road to the RR)

2 Johnson Road

3 William Tinley Road (south from Gay Road to past the houses)

4 McMaster Road

5 Hancock Landing Road
The Committee also added Glisson Road and Walnut Street to the list and moved the Greiner Circle to the bottom of the list.  The also agreed to move Pebble Road in St. Clair to the resurfacing list.  These would be the priorities for the Road Department for the coming year.
After that the Committee discussed the Small Projects list.  These are the road construction projects that will not require additional right of way and can be done with minimal clearing and grading.  Lawson Road was added to this list. The top five priorities for the year are listed here:
1 Rosedale Road/Sandy Branch Rd

2 Coursey Road

3 Oakhill Drive

4 Pecan Meadows Lane
5 Lazy Acres Road

Next the Committee talked about the resurfacing program for existing paved roads.  Paul Burke presented a list of 19 roads to be resurfaced this year.  The total mileage on these roads is approximately 30 miles.  This is to be done using the TSPLOST funding.  In addition, it was noted that we expect to use LMIG funds for plant mix resurfacing for another 10.14 miles of roadway to resurface Thompson Bridge Road including milling of the approaches to the bridges on the road.  The Committee added Pebble Road and Jack DeLaigle Road to the resurfacing list.  
After that the Committee discussed Solid Waste Collection.  Mr. Martin suggested that we look into building sites with roll-off containers.  He stated that they work well in South Carolina.  The Administrator stated that he will work up costs for creating a number of manned sites around the County.  He noted that it will take purchasing new equipment or contracting for pickup of the sites.  
The Committee also discussed contracting with Richmond County for disposal of municipal solid waste.  The Administrator stated that a meeting was scheduled for Friday March 3rd with the City Administrator, Ms. Jackson to discuss both waste disposal and animal services.  They asked about the Saturday opening of the landfill.  Some wanted to open every Saturday.  Others noted that when we were open in the past there was little activity.  It was agreed to open all day the first Saturday of each month and to try this for 6 months to see what the response will be.  

Mr. Jesse Burke stated that he and his men are doing everything they can to keep this County clean.  He noted that we are now running three garbage trucks a day to keep the dumpsters serviced.  He said we have to dump them every day.  He pointed out that they are preparing a large dumpster site in Morris Village to consolidate several smaller sites to one that is fenced in.  He added that we need a big fine to discourage folks from dumping on the sides of our roads.  He noted that we got two truckloads of trash off of Blackstone Road and the next day there were 10 tires that were dumped overnight.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:06 p.m.
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