BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
January 10, 2017
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday, January 10, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach, Kelly and Martin.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.   
The Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Deloach led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First the Board considered selection of a Chairman for the year.  The Administrator asked if there were any nominations for Chairman.  Mr. Abrams moved that Allen DeLaigle be named Chairman.  Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion.  The Administrator asked if there were any other nominations and there were none.  The motion then carried unanimously.  Chairman DeLaigle then tabled action on selection of a Vice-Chairman until the next meeting.
The next item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on December 13th, 14th and December 21st.   Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

After that the Board heard from Bruce Redd asking to have no fishing from the bridge signs placed on State Highway 23 over Brier Creek.  The Commissioners had heard this request at two meetings in 2016 but Mr. Redd stated that he didn’t thank that he needed to attend.   He said that people have been trespassing on his property and parking on the narrow shoulders of the road.  He stated that he has no trespassing signs in place.  Mr. Deloach moved to ask the DOT to put No Parking Signs up near the bridge.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion.  It passed with Commissioners DeLaigle, Deloach and Martin in favor and Commissioners Abrams and Kelly against.  
Next the Commissioners considered a recommendation from the December term of the Grand Jury to raise the pay for jurors and bailiffs.  The Administrator explained that the current pay for jurors is $25/day and for bailiffs is $70/day.  The Grand Jury is recommending going to $35/day for jurors and $90/day for bailiffs.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to table this matter until we are working on the budget for next year.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
The next item of business was a request from EMA Director, Rusty Sanders, to accept a grant from the Georgia Trauma Commission in the amount of $10,590.  The grant can be used for EMS equipment for the County.  Mr. Martin moved to accept the grant from the Georgia Trauma Commission.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion was approved with all in favor.
The Commissioners then considered a request from the Administrator to authorize him to advertise for an Animal Control Director.  The Administrator noted that the position is in the FY 17 budget and that it is needed in order to have someone dedicated to working on Animal Services issues.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to hold a worksession on the Animal Control Director position.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion. That motion passed 4 to 1 with Commissioner Deloach voting against it.  Chairman DeLaigle then took comments from the audience.  Carol Jones of Waynesboro asked the Board to establish an Animal Control Board.  Dr. Sarah Ford asked why we can’t advertise for a director.  Patricia Glenn wanted the Board to take an empty building and lease it to them for a holding facility.  Norman Pelland stated that he had just moved to Blythe from up north.  He thanked the Board for putting money in the budget for animal control.  He stated that there is a legitimate dog problem here.  He said he sees it on Bath-Edie Road and Farmers Bridge Road.  Samantha Holton stated that we need a holding facility in place first and that we need more funds for spay and neuter services.  
The next item of business was the filling of expired terms on the Board of Health.  The Administrator reported that the terms of Willie Jordan and Henry Tinley expired at the end of December.  He added that both have been active members and are eligible for reappointment if the Board so desired.  Mr. Abrams moved to reappoint both Willie Jordan and Henry Tinley to another 6 year term on the Board of Health.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  

The final item on the agenda was a request to approve an agreement between the Board of Education, Sheriff Williams and the Board of Commissioners for five School Resource Officers.  The Administrator explained that the final terms had been worked out that afternoon and that it was ready for approval by the Board.  He added that the BOE will reimburse the County for the actual costs associated with the SRO’s.  The Sheriff will hire, supervise and discipline the SRO’s when necessary.  The School Resource Officers will be County employees but paid for 100% by the School Board.  Mr. Abrams moved to adopt the agreement for five School Resource Officers.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion passed unanimously.  
Mrs. Ruby Carter asked to speak to the Board.  She wanted an update on Glisson Road.  She asked when it was going to be paved.  The Administrator explained that Glisson Road was not on the Board’s paving list.  It could be added by the Public Works Committee but currently it is not scheduled for paving.  She stated that Hart Farms is still irrigating across the road and doing damage.  

Sheriff Williams thanked the Board for their support.  

Development Director, Jessica Hood stated that she hoped to have good news on industrial recruitment soon.  

Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they have been working hard dealing with trash after the holidays.  They have a lot of work on the muddy roads with all the rain lately.    

The Administrator asked the Board to go into executive session to discuss a matter of pending litigation.  Mr. Abrams moved to go into executive session to discuss litigation.  Mr. Martin seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.  
After discussing the matter, Mr. Abrams then moved to go back into open session and to authorize the Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  The County Attorney reported that one item of business was discussed and no action was taken.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.
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