BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
March 9, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a Called Meeting to interview architects for design of a new Judicial Center on Wednesday March 9, 2016 at 5:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Administrator Merv Waldrop was at the meeting as well.  
The first the Board heard from DPR Architects.  Frank D’Arcangelo, Kevin Palmer and John Rule made a presentation about their company’s credentials.  They had a large team accompanying them.  The firm has worked on court facilities in Bulloch County and Tattnall County.  The stated that they wanted to discuss other delivery options rather than design, bid, build.  They indicated that they would inspect the site weekly.
Next the Board met with Craig Buckley, Amy Toeller and Butch Fry from James W. Buckley & Associates.  They stated that they had five offices across Georgia.  They pointed out that they have built a several schools in Burke County.  Buckley;s team has built judicial facilities in Liberty County, Camden County and Emanuel County.  They indicated that they would inspect the site daily.    
After that, the Commissioners heard from Carter Watkins Associates.  Joe Watkins and Ben Carter gave a presentation on their credentials to design the new judicial center.  They stated that they had a staff of seven individuals and would be on the job site every day.  They indicated that it would take approximately 3 months to design and then 14 months under construction.  Their work included Putnam County, Hancock County, Walton County, Jasper County and Barrow County. 
After they had heard from all three firms, the Commissioners then deliberated on which firm they wanted to use.  The consensus was to use Carter Watkins but the Board noted that each firm was capable of delivering a good courthouse design.  After a good bit of discussion, Mr. Abrams moved to select Carter Watkins Associates for the judicial center design.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  This was approved on a unanimous vote of the Board.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:34 PM.
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