BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
February 9, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday February 9, 2016 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on January 12th, 13th and February 3rd.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next the Commissioners heard from Lisa Smith and Bruce Smith about the roads in the Royal Lake area of the county.  Mr. Smith stated that he has lived there for 24 years and would like to see Hawkins Road, Joyner Road and Royal Lake Road paved.  He knows that there is not much room for Royal Lake Road and asked that it at least be rocked.  He said that the right of way could all be obtained easily on the other roads since most of the houses were on the same side of the road.  He noted that there are 30 families in the neighborhood.  The item was referred to the Public Works Committee.

The Commissioners then opened bids for the construction of a new Emergency Operations Center and 911 Center.  The bids are listed below:
	 
	 
	Alternate 1
	Alternate 2

	BIDDER
	BASE BID AMOUNT
	Civil Work
	Alt. HVAC system

	COMPANY NAME
	 
	 
	 

	LAVENDAR & ASSOCIATES
	 $                            3,572,000.00 
	 $               1,061,000.00 
	 $             (29,000.00)

	JOHN W SPRATLIN & SON LLC
	 $                            3,698,000.00 
	 $               1,450,000.00 
	 $             (20,000.00)

	SUNBELT BUILDERS
	 $                            3,688,000.00 
	 $               1,155,000.00 
	 $             (29,000.00)

	DAB WILLIAMS
	 $                            3,815,000.00 
	 $               1,250,000.00 
	 $             (35,000.00)

	R. W. ALLEN LLC
	 $                            3,811,000.00 
	 $               1,312,000.00 
	 $             (28,445.00)


Action on these bids was deferred until the staff can review them and set up a called meeting of the Board of Commissioners.
Next the Board had a bid opening for the renovation of the restrooms at the EMA headquarters building.  There were only two bids submitted on the work and they are listed here:



Tucker Construction

$16,870.00



John W. Spratlin & Son 
$21,950.00

 The bid was referred to the Finance Committee for action.  
The Commissioners then opened Statements of Qualifications from architectural firms interested in a project to design the new Judicial Center.  The Board received proposals from 12 firms.  They are listed as follows: 

	Associated Architects Woodhurst Architects, RicciGreene Associates
	Augusta, GA

	Carter Watkins Associates
	Monroe, GA

	Cooper Cary, Inc
	Atlanta, GA

	DPR Architecture
	Statesboro, GA

	HOK Inc.
	Atlanta, GA

	James W Buckley & Associates
	Swainsboro, GA

	KBJ Architects, Inc
	Jacksonville, FL

	Lott & Barber
	Savannah, GA

	McCall Architecture
	Valdosta, GA

	Rosser International, Inc
	Atlanta, GA

	Studio8 Design
	Valdosta, GA

	Wakefield Beasley & Associates
	Alpharetta, GA


The Board tabled action on this until they can hold a called meeting to narrow down the list and then hold interviews.  
After that the Commissioners considered a request for a Class B, Alcohol License to sell beer and wine at Pop’s Store at 3780 Farmers Bridge Road.  The applicant is Shiva Vuppula.  The Administrator reported that the location meets all distance requirements and there have been no objections to the request.  However, when Mr. Vuppula went to get his background check at the Sheriff’s Department, the GBI would not release the records until the County got registered with the GBI as an authorized agency to view criminal background reports.  We immediately registered and were told that it could take up to two weeks to get approval by the GBI, stated the Administrator.  He suggested that the Board could either table the matter or approve the application subject to receipt of a clean background report.  The Administrator further noted that the store is not ready to open yet and they could operate a store without the beer and wine license.  Chairman Crockett suggested that they table the matter until the background check comes back.  The consensus of the Commissioners was to table the issue until the next meeting.
The next order of business was the consideration of a request from Annie Simpson for a Class C Alcohol License to allow the sale of mixed drinks in addition to her existing Class A license for Annie’s Kitchen located at 10215 Hwy 305 in Gough.  The Administrator noted that there is a playground within 600 yards of her business but it was built by the County since she started operations with the Class A license.  The County Attorney explained that this would be presumed to be grandfathered in and the Board could grant the license if it chooses but was not obligated to.  Also the Administrator pointed out that the GBI would not release Mrs. Simpson’s background report until the County registration was approved by the FBI.  They indicated that it might take up to two weeks to get approval.  The consensus of the Board was to table the request until the criminal history report was received.  
Next on the agenda was the filling of a vacancy on the Ogeechee Behavioral Services Community Service Board.  The Commissioners are to appoint one elected official to represent Burke County on this board that oversees spending of State funds on mental health, substance abuse and mental retardation issues in the East Central Georgia area.  The staff at Ogeechee had recommended School Board Chairman, Johnny Jenkins for the spot.  The Commissioners concurred and Mr. DeLaigle moved to appoint Johnny Jenkins to the Ogeechee Community Service Board.  Mr. Abrams gave the second.  The motion passed with on a vote of 5 to 0.  

The Board then considered a number of expired positions and a vacancy on the Library Board of Directors.  Mrs. Kay Weathers recently passed away, leaving a vacancy on the Board.  Also the terms of Mike Searles and Karen Reeves expired at the end of 2015.  The Administrator reported that the Library Board has recommended Rebecca Hickman for the vacant position.  Mrs. Kelly moved to reappoint Karen Reeves, reappoint Mike Searles and to appoint Rebecca Hickman to terms on the Library Board.  Mr. Abrams gave the second to the motion and it carried by a unanimous vote. 
After that the Commissioners heard a request from the Sheriff’s Department use one of the vacant Sheriff’s Deputies positions to hire a temporary part time clerk.  The Administrator explained that the Department is going through some turnover and they feel like they have a greater need in the office.  The Commissioners questioned the request and suggested that we needed deputies more than clerks.  There was no motion and the consensus was to table the request until they have more information from the Sheriff.     
County employee, Johnnie Banner addressed the Commissioners.  He works in the Road Department and wanted to know when the truck drivers would get a raise.  He said the pay scale was too low for the truck drivers.  The Chairman reported that the Board would not address salaries until they work on the budget.  That meant the earliest there would be a change would be at the beginning of the fiscal year, October 1st.  Mr. Banner asked why it was going to take so long.  It was explained to him that the issue had been brought up by the Public Works Director but that the proper time to address payroll changes was with the new budget.  

Vernon Jordan asked about the status for paving of William Tinley Road.  The Administrator reported that the Public Works Committee had moved the north end of the road to number one on the list.  Mr. Jordan wanted to know how to get the south end higher on the list.  The Administrator stated that cooperative land owners who were willing to give right of way will help move the road up the priority list.  

Obediah Lewis stated that he was concerned that William Tinley Road has been on the paving list for years and is still not paved yet.  The Administrator explained that the road would have been paved 10 years ago if the property owners had fought giving right of way.  He reminded Mr. Lewis that his Commissioner had pushed to get William Tinley Road to the top of the list but it will still need right of way to get the road paved.

Next Luther Patterson addressed the Commissioners stating that he has discussed the paving project with most of his neighbors and they are agreeable to give right of way.  He did add that one has some questions that he wanted to have answered.  The Administrator asked him to provide the questions and we will have someone get them the information that they needed.  The Board thanked Mr. Patterson for his leg work to build support for obtaining the right of way needed for this project.

Loren Barnhart, Facility Maintenance Director reported that things were going well but they have lots of buildings to keep maintained.  
Jesse Burke stated that they are trying to keep up with the maintenance of the roads.
Finance Director, Michael Wiseman reported that auditors are here. They should finish in a few weeks and have an audit report ready for the Board by the April meeting.

Jessica Hood, Development Director, noted that they have made progress in their marketing effort.  She noted that they have a new logo and that there was a groundbreaking last week for expansion at Purification Cellutions.

Gwen Jackson, Library Director reported that things are going well at the Library. 
Ralph Hankerson, Solid Waste Director, stated that the landfill is doing well.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.
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