BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RECREATION COMMITTEE
February 21, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Friday February 21, 2014 at 10:20 AM in the Commissioners Conference Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Lucious Abrams.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Deloach and Kelly.  Recreation Director, Rolene Rowell and County Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item of business was to get an update on the repairs needed at the Tennis Center.  Director Rowell reported that the surface of the courts had cracks and needed a new coat.  She indicated that it would take around $16-20,000 to resurface the courts.  The Administrator pointed out that there was not enough in SPLOST funds to cover this expense yet.  He added that the outage at Vogtle next month would likely increase the sales tax revenue enough to cover the cost within two months.  The Committee agreed by consensus to authorize staff to prepare specs and request bids for the resurfacing of the tennis courts.  
The Committee discussed the problem of vandalism at Citizens Park and the Tennis Center.  Ms. Rowell stated that cameras have been installed at the Tennis Center recently.  The Administrator will contact the Sheriff’s Department to ask for patrols between 11:00 PM and 2:00 AM on the weekends when most of the problems are happening.  
Next the Committee discussed the proposed walking trail at Citizens Park.  Since there are no funds from SPLOST available, we are looking at the Land Water Conservation Fund for a grant for the project, stated Ms. Rowell.  The Committee wanted to go look at Diamond Lakes Park near Hephzibah to see their walking trail and park.  
After that the Committee discussed summer programs.  They wanted to put out a call to faith based organizations and other volunteers to operated programs using the County’s facilities.  They asked the staff to send out letters to all churches in the County to see if they wanted to run camps this summer or provide programs at the Recreation Department.  

Recreation Director, Rolene Rowell gave an update on the programs of the department.  She stated that the Archery program is growing.  There is a large group of that does personal fitness training at the Boxing Club and the Boxing program is doing a great job.  

Ms. Rowell pointed out that she is short-handed with maintenance staff.  She asked for permission to fill two laborer vacancies.  Mrs. Kelly moved to authorize the Recreation Department to advertise and fill the two vacant full time laborer positions.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.    

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 AM.
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