BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
February 10, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday February 10, 2015 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item of business for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on January 13th, 14th, 29th and February 4th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

The Commissioners heard a presentation from Ovita Thornton on behalf of Boggs Rural Life Center.  She stated that she and the Board members of BRLC wanted to be sure to keep the County Commissioners and the people of Burke County informed about what was going on at Boggs.  She noted that there will be a charrette on April 10th to gather information and ideas on how to better utilize the facilities at Boggs.  She invited the Commissioners to participate in that exercise.  Mrs. Thornton then introduced Andrew Beckett who presented the Board a folder that contained information on the various programs offered at Boggs.  After that she introduced Mike Searles, another member of the BRLC Board, who told the Commissioners about a Second Chance program he is trying to get established in Burke County.  It would help assimilate convicted felons back into the community after they have paid their dues to society.  Mr. Abrams suggested having a worksession with the Boggs Board to get a more detailed report as progress is being made.
The next order of business was a bid opening for the purchase of five patrol cars for the Sheriff’s Department.  The bids were received as follows:

	BIDDER
	 PRICE FOR EACH 
	TOTAL FOR 5

	AUTONATION
	 $          30,123.00 
	 $   150,615.00 

	BRANNEN MOTOR COMPANY
	 $          31,104.00 
	 $   155,520.00 

	WILLIAM MIZELL FORD
	 $          30,250.00 
	 $   151,250.00 


The Chairman referred action on this item to the Finance Committee to give staff time to review for consistency with the specs.

The Commissioners then considered a request from the Planning Commission for the Board to resume maintenance on Powerline Drive.  The Administrator explained that there had been some confusion over the name of the road and the exact location.  He noted that Powerline Drive was accepted as a County road in 2003 along with a large list of previously private roads.  It has been called both Powerline Drive and Powerline Road on plats and maps adding to the confusion.  Also there was no well-defined plat showing the location of any of the roads in the Moxleyville community.  In this section of the County, lots were sold and people established winding trails to get to their property along and across the powerline in the area.  The Planning Commission has recently approved a plat for a Mr. Tom Ledbetter who is trying to clean up the property boundaries and establish right of way for the roads in the neighborhood.  After discussing the matter thoroughly, the Commission agreed that Powerline Drive was the same road as in the plat and consented to maintain the same.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to designate the existing County road identified as Powerline Road on the attached plat as Powerline Drive and to instruct staff to maintain said road.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it was approved with all in favor.  The Administrator stated that he would instruct all the department heads to make sure that the road was named Powerline Drive in all our records.  
The next business for the Board was to consider a request from the Library Director, Gwen Jackson to fill a vacant student aid position at the Library.  Mrs. Jackson noted that the current student has resigned and they want to be able to fill the part time position with another high school student.  The student aids are very helpful to running the library.  Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the Library to fill the vacant part time position.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.


EMA Director, Rusty Sanders was next on the agenda, requesting permission to fill 11 vacancies.  He wants to hire 10 EMA students to begin training to be firefighters and EMT’s.  He wants to use the funds from the 11th position to hire a temporary part time clerk to train under the EMA Secretary before she retires this summer.   The remaining funds would be used to reclassify the Assistant Fire Chief position to be Assistant EMA Director when Chief Jordan retires in May.  Also he wants to convert one Captain position into another Battalion Chief position.  Chief Sanders indicated that this would be budget neutral.  Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to grant the request from Chief Sanders to fill the vacant positions at EMA.  The second was given by Mr. Abrams.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Action on a request to fill a vacant position at the Vehicle Maintenance Shop was deferred until after an executive session at the end of the meeting.

The final item on the agenda was to authorize the Administrator to fill a vacant Museum Director position.  It is in the budget for a part time position that would keep the museum open on Fridays and Saturdays, the Administrator noted.  Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the Administrator to fill the Museum Director position.  Mrs. Kelly made the second and the motion carried on a vote of 5 to 0.   

After that, Ms. Charlie Chappie addressed the Board.  She has moved to Burke County and is working on establishing a horse and large animal rescue shelter on her property near Blythe.  She wanted to address the things that were said about her at the last meeting by Melissa DiGusto Brown.  She said that she does have a few dogs but not nearly 100 as was stated.  She noted that she has been inspected by the Department of Agriculture and the Health Department and no issues were found.  She is working on getting a shelter license.   Ms. Chappie said that she wants to concentrate on saving horses.  
Mr. Jesse Burke stated that they are maintaining the roads, patching potholes and building shoulders.  
Paul Burke mentioned that he has started working on getting the right of way needed for the Blue Bird Lane project.
Ralph Hankerson reported that things are going good so far.  We have not had an inspection in over a year.
Chief Sanders noted that they had a lot of brush fires recently as people are getting out and cleaning up property.  

Michael Wiseman, Finance Director, told the Board that the auditors have finished up their field work have had no findings or adjustments to report.  He also noted that our group health insurance provider Blue Cross Blue Shield has been the subject of a security breach along with the noted Anthem cyber-attack.  

Library Director, Gwen Jackson, reported that the Columbia County library has been a good partner thus far and have proven to be very helpful.  

Mr. Abrams then moved to go into executive session to discuss a personnel matter.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried 5 to 0.

After the discussion was complete, Mr. Abrams made a motion to go back into regular session and to give the Chairman authority to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mr. Deloach seconded this motion and it passed unanimously.

The Administrator noted that he would give notice to the recently terminated employee with information related to her appeal rights along with the reasons for the disciplinary action.  Mr. Abrams moved to give Mr. Burke authority to advertise to fill the Supply Technician position.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it was approved with all in favor.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 PM.
_____________________________


______________________________

R Wayne Crockett, Chairman



Lucious Abrams
______________________________

______________________________

Allen DeLaigle, Vice Chairman


George Deloach

Terri Lodge Kelly




Merv Waldrop, Administrator
