BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
December 17, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday December 17, 2014 at 6:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach and Kelly.  Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren; County Attorney Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mr. Ralph Dickey.  He stated that he came into to the Tax Commissioners Office and inquired about the senior tax exemption but was told that income was a factor to qualify. He was lead to believe that he would not get the exemption due to his income. Mr. Deloach moved to grant a refund of overpaid 2011, 2012 & 2013 school taxes to Mr. Dickey.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Next on the agenda was a refund request for overpaid taxes for 2013 from Wayne Lively.  Mr. Lively noted that he has told that he was not eligible for the school tax exemption due to his income. The Administrator noted that Mr. Lively turned 65 in 2012 and is therefore requesting the refund for the one year for which he was qualified for the exemption, 2013.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the refund of 2013 school taxes for Mr. Lively.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed 4 to 0.
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Paul and Judy Shivers.  Mr. Shivers request stated that he had been misinformed by the Tax Commissioners Office about the senior exemption and he was told that he was not eligible.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mr. & Mrs. Shivers.  Mrs. Kelly seconded this motion and it carried on a 4 to 0 vote.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Mrs. Mary Harper for a refund of school taxes she says were overpaid in error.  Mrs. Harper stated that she had been given bad information at Tax Commissioners Office when she was told that she was not qualified for the exemption due to her income. Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the request for a refund for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mrs. Harper’s school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
The next item of business was to hear a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Minnie Bradley.  Mrs. Bradley was not able to attend but her written statement indicated that the Tax Commissioner told her that she didn’t qualify for the local age 65 exemption due to her income.  It was noted that Mrs. Bradley became eligible for the School Tax Exemption in 2011 so he is only requesting a refund for 2012 and 2013.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund his overpaid taxes for 2012 and 2013.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 4 to 0.  

Then the Board heard a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mrs. Gail Tootle.  Mrs. Tootle reported that she went into the office and was told that he was not eligible for the refund.  The Administrator pointed out that Mrs. Tootle only became eligible for the exemption in late 2012 so the only refund due would be for 2013.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the request for a refund of the 2013 school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

After that the Board heard a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mr. Cecil Hickman.  Mr. Hickman reported that the Tax Commissioner told him that he didn’t qualify for the local age 65 exemption due to his income.  Mr. Deloach moved to refund the overpaid taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Cecil Hickman.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 4 to 0.  

Chairman Crockett arrived at this point an apologized to the Board.  He had been detained at his business.

The next item on the agenda was to hold a Public Hearing on a proposed increase in the millage rate over the rollback millage rate.  Once it reached 6:30, the Chairman opened the public hearing.  There was no one from the public that wanted to speak on the topic. The Administrator noted that he had prepared the Board a package with two options.  Option 1 was to set the millage rates as advertised in the paper leaving the millage rates roughly the same as last year.  Option 2 leaves the General Fund up but reduces the Fire Fund by 0.8 mils.  

Option 1


General Fund Unincorporated 
6.565


General Fund Incorporated

6.264


Fire Fund



3.562


School District

          13.750


Option 2


General Fund Unincorporated 
6.565


General Fund Incorporated

6.264


Fire Fund



2.756


School District

          13.750

Mr. Deloach stated that Plant Vogtle is behind schedule and he would like to give the taxpayers a break.  Mrs. Kelly expressed her view that the County should look 5 to 10 years down the road and put some funds away for emergencies.  She added that she was in favor of leaving the General Fund and Fire Fund millage the same.  Mr. Abrams asked questions about reductions in State revenues due to income tax and sales tax limitations and the impact they will have on rural counties.  There was a discussion of how the recent new sales tax exemptions have eroded the tax base and hurt state and local revenue.  He suggested that we do an impact study to determine our needs for water and fire service in light of the impact of Plant Vogtle and the expansion at Fort Gordon.  He added that he wanted to go with option 1 and leave the rates the same.  Mr. DeLaigle asked about how much the County came in under budget last year for the General Fund and Fire Fund.  He stated that with $2,000,000 in surplus revenue between the two funds we should lower the tax rate now.  Mr. Crockett stated that he is not in favor of leaving the Fire District tax at the same rate.  He wants to lower it.  After everyone had a chance to express their opinion to the rest of the Board, Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to go with option 2 for the 2014 Millage Rates.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried by a vote of 3 to 2 with Commissioners Crockett, DeLaigle and Deloach in favor and Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting against the motion.   The rates for 2014 are set at:




General Fund Unincorporated 
6.565





General Fund Incorporated

6.264





Fire Fund



2.756





School District

          13.750

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:53 PM.
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