BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
December 16, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday December 16, 2015 at 6:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle, George Deloach and Terri Kelly.  County Administrator Merv Waldrop was also at the meeting.      
The first item on the agenda was consideration of an MOU between the County, Development Authority and Purification Cellutions.  The agreement provides a series of inducements to encourage the industry to expand and create more jobs in the County.  Purification Cellutions has been operating in Waynesboro for over 10 years and has been an outstanding corporate citizen.  Their business in increasing and they need to expand either here or in a new location.  The company will agree to do its expansion here and create up to 150 new jobs.  The Authority agrees to provide them with 5 acres of land and a $1000 per job incentive payment.  The County agrees to a full 5 year tax abatement and a graduated abatement of taxes for the second five years.  The County also agrees to assist with rough grading of the sight.  Jessica Hood, Executive Director for the Development Authority answered the Board’s questions concerning the agreement.  Mr. Deloach moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding as recommended by the Development Authority.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed on a five to 0 vote.  
Next, the Commissioners opened a hearing for the setting of the millage rates for the year.  There was no comment from the public.  The Administrator explained that he had prepared three options for the Board to consider.  The one advertised was to leave the millage rates at the present level which will provide $481,000 more revenue than needed to fund the budget for the General Fund.  The second option was to lower the millage to the nearest 10th mil.  This one still brings in more revenue than the budget requires but will also provide a small property tax reduction.  The third option was to lower the millage to the amount necessary to fund the budget.  The Commissioners then weighed in on their preferred options.  Mr. DeLaigle stated that he wants to lower the tax rate a little because he promised his constituents that he would work to lower taxes when he could.  Mr. Crockett stated that he wanted to go with the middle option on the principle of the matter to give the taxpayers a small break.  Mrs. Kelly stated that she would rather leave the millage the same.  She asked the Administrator how much more we could expect to be refunded to Georgia Power from out sales tax.  He stated that he did not know and the Department of Revenue would not reveal that information.  Mrs. Kelly added that due to the uncertainty with our other revenues we should not be reducing the property tax at this time.  Mr. Abrams agreed and stated that we should let the millage rate stay where it is.  Mrs. Kelly pointed out that we need to be looking 5 to 10 years down the road.  Mr. Abrams suggested that we build up some funds to be able to provide services to our northern growth corridor.  Mr. Crockett pointed out that our revenue has grown by $7 million over the last five years.  We have been able to come in under budget each year and have put money in the bank to build up some reserves.  Mr. Deloach said that we don’t need to get too greedy.  He suggested that we lower the rate a little.  Mr. Abrams added that we need to make sure we are prepared for our kids and grandkids.  After everyone had time to discuss the matter, Mr. Deloach moved to drop the County’s millage rates to the nearest tenth.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It passed with Commissioners DeLaigle, Deloach and Crockett voting in favor.  Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voted against the motion.    
The Administrator noted that he had received a message from the Board of Education that they had approved leaving their millage rate at 13.75.  He added that the state requires the County Commission to vote to approve all the county millage rates used by the Tax Commissioner.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to adopt the following millage rates for 2015:
County Unincorporated
6.200

County Incorporated

6.487

Fire District


2.700

School District
          13.750

Mr. Deloach offered the second to the motion.  It was approved unanimously.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 PM.
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