BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
November 19, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday November 19, 2014 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle and Deloach.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson; County Attorney Kurt Worthington and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mrs. Jaqueline Glisson.  She stated that she had applied for the senior tax exemption but was told that he made too much money to qualify.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund of overpaid 2011, 2012 & 2013 school taxes to Mrs. Glisson.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Next on the agenda was a refund request for overpaid taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 from Bobby and Pat Shaw.  Mr. Shaw noted that he has told that he was not eligible for the school tax exemption due to his income.  During the discussion it was pointed out that the Shaw’s have not paid their 2013 taxes.  Mr. Deloach moved to grant the refund of 2011 and 2012 school taxes for Mr. and Mrs. Shaw.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Lewis Tinley.  The request had been reviewed by the Tax Commissioner and Administrator and they had recommended denial due to lack of evidence supporting the claim.  Mr. Tinley stated his case and how he was told he was not eligible for the school tax exemption. Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mr. Tinley.  Mrs. Kelly seconded this motion and it carried on a 5 to 0 vote.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Allen Woodward for a refund of school taxes he says were overpaid in error.  Mr. Woodward stated that he had asked the previous Tax Commissioner about the exemption and was denied due to his income.  He said that he has overpaid school taxes for 13 years but was only able to request the last three years. Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the request for a refund for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mr. Woodward’s school taxes.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
The next item of business was to consider Ordinance 14-02.  The Board discussed the fees to be charged for the new Class C license, for the sale of distilled spirits for on premises consumption.  After reviewing what other communities were charging the Board established a fee of $800 for the Class C license.  They also discussed the closing hours for Class A and Class C license holders.  It was determined that the 1:00 AM was a reasonable closing time.  Mr. Abrams moved to adopt the Ordinance 14-02 as amended on First Reading.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
In a final matter, the Board discussed the need for public hearings for setting the tax rates.  There was some debate over whether lower the millage rate for the Fire District.  The Administrator reported that the budget requires leaving the General Fund millage the same but would allow a sizeable reduction of the Fire District millage rate.  The majority of the Board expressed support for leaving all the millage rates the same as last year.  The Administrator noted that we will set three public hearings as required by law.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:05 PM.
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