BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
January 7, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday January 7, 2015 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle, George Deloach and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren; County Attorney Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mr. Jim Alexander.  He stated that he came into to the Tax Commissioners Office and inquired about the senior tax exemption but was told that he made too much money to qualify.  Mr. Deloach moved to grant a refund of overpaid 2011, 2012 & 2013 school taxes to Mr. Alexander.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Next on the agenda was a refund request for overpaid taxes for 2012 and 2013 from John H. Braswell.  Mr. Braswell stated that he has told that he was not eligible for the school tax exemption due not being 65 on January 1st and then came back the next year and missed the deadline.  He became frustrated and felt that the staff was giving him the run around.   The Administrator noted that Mr. Braswell turned 65 in 2011 and is therefore requesting the refund for the two years for which he was qualified for the exemption, 2012 & 13.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the refund of 2013 school taxes for Mr. Braswell.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Jerry Brookins.  Mr. Brookins stated that he had been misinformed by the Tax Commissioners Office about the senior exemption and he was told that he was not eligible.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mr. Brookins.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded this motion and it carried on a 5 to 0 vote.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Mrs. Zolene Foster for a refund of school taxes she says were overpaid in error.  Mrs. Foster stated that she had been given bad information at Tax Commissioners Office when she was told that she was not qualified for the exemption due to her income. Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the request for a refund for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mrs. Foster’s school taxes.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
The next item of business was to hear a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Robert Fulcher.  Mrs. Fulcher spoke on behalf of her husband and stated that they were told they didn’t qualify for the local age 65 exemption due to their income.  Mr. Deloach moved to refund his overpaid taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed 5- 0.  

Then the Board heard a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mr. Henry Glisson.  Mr. Glisson reported that he wanted to appeal the denial of his refund request.  He had requested a refund on two parcels.  It was explained that the school tax exemption can only be applied to the primary residence which must also have a homestead exemption in place.  The Administrator noted that he would have been qualified for the exemption on parcel #123-049 if he had made application.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the request for a refund of the 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes to Mr. Glisson on parcel # 123-049.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

After that the Board heard a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mr. and Mrs. Sim Gray.  Mrs. Gray reported that the Tax Commissioner told them that they didn’t qualify for the local age 65 exemption due to their income.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund the overpaid taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for the Gray’s.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.  

Next on the agenda was an appeal from Carl Hayman for refund of his school taxes from 2011, 2012 & 2013.  Mr. Hayman was unable to attend due to a conflicting doctor’s appointment in Augusta noted the Administrator.  He added that Mr. Hayman stated in his request that he was 87 years old and when he inquired was told he didn’t qualify for the exemption due to his income.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the refund of the overpaid school taxes to Mr. Hayman.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously.
After that the Board heard an appeal from Mr. Herbert Mihan.  Mr. Mihan read a prepared statement telling how he had requested the exemption several times and was told that he didn’t qualify.  He accepted the information and didn’t pursue it any further.  He has the homestead exemption and now the age 65 exemption but is asking for a refund of the last three years of overpaid taxes.  Mr. Deloach moved to grant the refund of 2011, 2012 & 2013 school taxes for Mr. Mihan.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second to the motion.  It carried with all five in favor.  
The Commissioners then heard an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Gerald Murray.  Mr. Murray stated that he was misinformed that he did not qualify for the school tax exemption.  The Administrator noted that Mr. Murray’s application indicates that he was 65 as of January 1, 2013 so he was only qualified for the senior exemption for 2013 school taxes.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to grant a refund of 2013 taxes for Gerald Murray.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed on a vote of 5 to 0.  
Gene Ward was the next appeal request on the agenda.  He stated that his situation was like the others and he had been told he didn’t qualify for the tax exemption.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant a refund of Mr. Ward’s school taxes from 2011, 2012 and 2013.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

The last appeal was from Mr. John L. McKinney.  The Administrator noted that the appeal had come in after the fifteen day deadline in the County’s adopted procedures but that discretion was given to the Commissioners regarding appeals for refunds by State law.  The Board elected to hear from Mr. McKinney.  It was noted that his situation was like so many others and that he was otherwise qualified for the senior exemption for the three years of refund requested.  Mrs. Kelly moved to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and motion was approved with all in favor. 

There were a few questions from the audience regarding individual tax and exemptions on their property.  Each was directed to see the Tax Assessors Office to check on the particulars of their parcel and exemptions.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:34 PM.
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