BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
January 13, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday January 13, 2015 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First on the agenda was the selection of a Chairman and Vice Chairman for 2014.  Mr. Abrams moved to keep Wayne Crockett as Chairman and Allen DeLaigle as Vice-Chairman for the coming year.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

Next for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on December 9th, 10th, 17th and January 7th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

The Commissioners heard a request to close a portion of Horseshoe Circle.  The Administrator reported that the Board had received a petition from Joseph Taylor and a number of residents on Horseshoe Circle asking to close the road from 237 Horseshoe Circle to the end of the road where it intersects with Whispering Oaks Drive near the water plant.  He added that notices have been sent to the adjacent land owners and have been run in the paper to let folks know that we would hold a public hearing on the matter.  Chairman Crockett opened the public hearing and asked Mr. Taylor to speak on behalf of the petitioners.  Joseph Taylor stated that he has lived on the road since 1992 and there have been problems recently with breakins and thefts in the neighborhood.  He said there is traffic on all hours of the night and it has been going on for years.
Earl Burke spoke next telling the Board that wanted the road closed because he is concerned about the safety of his family and our belongings.  He added that there are vans canvassing the area and the other option is to close the road.

Jackie Taylor then addressed the Board saying that he bought land on Horseshoe Circle in the 80’s.  He stated that he has caught break in’s on trail cameras and it took the Sheriff’s Department 24 hours to respond.  He said that he would scrape the road himself to keep it up if the County closed it.  

Roosevelt Anthony then addressed the Commissioners stating his opposition to the closing of the road.  He was concerned about his children and others who would have to walk out to Hwy 56 because there would be nowhere for the busses to turn around.  He implored the Board to keep the road open.
Next Joe Oversby spoke, stating that he had lived on Horseshoe Circle for 12 years.  He said the bus comes through there now to pick up his children but the road needs maintenance.  

After everyone had a chance to speak, Mr. Crockett asked for the pleasure of the Board on the question of closing a portion of Horseshoe Circle.  There was no motion made.  Therefore the road remains on the County Road System.  

The next order of business was a bid opening for the purchase of two ambulances for the EMA.  The bids were received as follows:

	BIDDER
	 COST PER EACH 
	TOTAL

	AFFORDABLE AMBULANCE
	 $                  145,490.00 
	 $           290,980.00 

	MCCORD EMERGENCY LIGHTING
	 $                  139,987.00 
	 $           279,974.00 

	PEACH STATE AMBULANCE
	 $                  129,503.00 
	 $           259,006.00 


The Chairman referred action on this item to the Finance Committee to give staff time to review for consistency with the specs.

Next on the agenda was a bid opening for the replacement of the HVAC system for the County Jail and Sheriff’s Department.  The bids were opened and read as follows:
	BIDDER
	 TOTAL 

	AIR CONDITIONED SPECIALIST, INC
	 $                                          330,515.00 

	COLEMAN MECHANICAL
	 $                                          514,844.00 

	CREIGHTON LAIRCEY CO, INC
	 $                                          377,109.00 

	SIG COX
	 $                                          435,069.00 


These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.

The Board then opened bids for a Server Virtualization Project that will provide back up to the County’s various servers.  This will keep the departments in operation in the event that one of the servers goes down for any reason.  It will also provide a backup system in case of a disaster.  The bids came in as follows:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	ALTERRA NETWORKS option 1
	 $                                   162,138.94 

	ALTERRA NETWORKS option 2
	 $                                   221,874.82 

	ALTERRA NETWORKS option 3
	 $                                   132,612.14 

	CORUS 360
	 $                                   147,920.57 

	HOWARD TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS
	 $                                   204,316.00 

	PCM-G
	 $                                   141,111.16 

	TIGER DIRECT
	 $                                   413,842.53 


The bids were referred to the Finance Committee for approval upon review by staff.
After that the Commissioners discussed an application for a Class C Alcohol License from Michael Vandenbulke.  He is asking for the first license to sell distilled spirits by the drink in the unincorporated portion of the County.  He has been operating BFE Restaurant for 7 years with a Class A license to sell beer and wine.  The Administrator noted that he meets the distance requirements and has a clean background check.  There have been no complaints on the operation of his business.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to grant a Class C Alcohol License to Michael Vandenbulke.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion carried on a 5 to 0 vote.  
Next on the agenda was a request for an extension of the lease with the USDA for several agency offices located at the Burke County Office Park. The Administrator noted that the USDA has leased space in the Office Park for years and has paid the same rent for a long time.  He pointed out that the rent does not cover the cost of maintenance and utilities for the year.  The Board discussed whether they wanted to increase the rent with this lease.  The proposal from USDA was for a four year lease to stay the same as in previous years and would have a term ending September 30, 2018.  Mr. Abrams suggested that we leave the rent the same because the agencies serve the public and they bring in millions of dollars to this community.  Mrs. Kelly suggested not making a change during their budget year but to work with the USDA to make an adjustment before the next lease expires and in time for their budget cycle.  Mr. Abrams moved to renew the lease with USDA.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

The next business for the Board was to consider a request from the Public Works Director to fill 16 vacant positions in the Road Department, Shop and at Solid Waste.  The Administrator noted that he had vacancies in various positions due to retirements and terminations.  He added that the funds are in the budget to cover the positions.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to authorize the Public Works Director to advertise and fill the 16 vacant positions. Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It was approved with all voting in favor.  
After that the Board considered a resolution to designate a County Legislative Coordinator to work with the ACCG and to stay in contact with the members of the General Assembly.  Mr. Abrams moved to name George Deloach as our County Legislative Coordinator.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second to the motion which passed on a unanimous vote.

Next the Commissioners heard from members of the public who wanted to address the Board. Mr. Danny Durham who lives at 3509 Preston Trail in Augusta was the first on the list.  He stated that he owns property in Burke County and loves to come down here on the weekends.  He said he loves dogs and cats.  He asked the Board to consider building a no kill animal shelter.  He asked the Commissioners to do something about the contract dispute between Samantha Holton and Mrs. Haimes over possession and treatment of a dog owned by Mrs. Haimes.  He added that he wanted the laws enforced in Burke County.  He said he is willing as a tax payer to pay whatever it takes to get a no kill shelter established.
After that, Melissa DiGusto Brown of Evans, GA addressed the Commissioners.  She stated that she represents Georgia English Bulldog Rescue.  She wanted to report that Ms. Charlie Chappie has moved to Burke County and has over 100 dogs on her property near Blythe.  She asked the County to adopt laws that would prevent hording and limit the number of animals someone can keep.  She said there are laws already in place for breeders and rescuers.  But the Department of Agriculture will license someone to keep up to 100 dogs.  She said we need to strengthen the laws.  

Mrs. Willene Colvin of STARS Animal Rescue on Henderson Rd in Hephzibah was the next to speak to the Board.  She said that she lives in Hephzibah in Richmond County but is concerned about the lack of animal control services in Burke County.  She added that she has a licensed rescue operation and works with numerous counties.  
The next person to address the Board was Samantha Holton, from Girard.  She stated that she is the director of Girard Lifesaver.  She noted that she keeps 60 dogs on her property in the Town of Girard.  Mrs. Holton asked that the Board adopt an anti-tethering law.  She presented the Board with a copy of a proposed ordinance.  She also asked that the County require vaccinations of animals.  
Chairman Crockett addressed the issue after everyone had had a chance to speak.  He noted that we are a third of the way through the fiscal year but that the Commissioners would have some serious discussions on the topic while preparing the budget for the next year. He reminded everyone that we will begin working on the budget in June.  

Lorna Barrett also wanted to address the Board.  She said that she lives in Augusta and works with a rescue group.  She said that people should have laws requiring mandatory spaying and neutering.  She said the tethering should be outlawed.  She wants to see Richmond, Burke and Columbia Counties to work together on animal services.  

Nancy Bobbitt, Field Representative for Senator Johnny Isakson reported that the new session of Congress has just opened and that Senator Perdue and Representative Allen are busy getting their Washington Offices up and running.  She said that she will forward contact information to the County when they establish state and district offices.  
Mr. Jesse Burke stated that they are trying to keep the maintenance on the roads.
Ralph Hankerson reported that the minor modification for the landfill has been approved and that the Road Department has been assisting them in building Cell 10 for C&D debris.  He also noted that the new scalehouse building is in operation.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM.
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